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STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR
THE PEBBLE RIDGE/WOODRIDGE
NEIGHBORHOOD
2012 Recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors

THE HISTORY

 This issue in this neighborhood has been studied 
for the past 14 years by 3 committees who all for the past 14 years by 3 committees who all 
came up with the same recommendation…Public 
Sewer installation is needed 

 The facts in this area are that soils remain poorly 
draining, sewage can be seen surfacing on 
properties, several residents have had to put in 
holding tanks and high levels of fecal coliform holding tanks and high levels of fecal coliform 
continue to pollute our waterways
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EXPERT FINDINGS

 Two reports from Boucher and James outlined 
the conditions in the field regarding malfunctions the conditions in the field regarding malfunctions 
and suspected malfunctions. Properties in this 
neighborhood have been documented with 
surfacing sewage. 

 The Bucks County Health Department has 
provided correspondence providing information 
on malfunctions and the poor soil condition, and on malfunctions and the poor soil condition, and 
stated that the soils in this area are not ideal for 
septic systems. 

EXPERT FINDINGS

 Delaware Valley College’s Agronomy and 
Environmental Science Department concurred Environmental Science Department concurred 
that the soil condition in this area is not suitable 
for onsite wastewater systems. 

 Conestoga-Rovers has reported to the Board of 
Supervisors in numerous reports since 2005 that 
this area of the Township continues to have the 
highest levels of fecal coliform discharging highest levels of fecal coliform discharging 
through our storm sewer system than any other 
area in the Township. 



10/3/2012

3

RESIDENT FEEDBACK

Residents we speak to on both sides 
f th  i    b t of the issue express concern about 

their neighborhood and are ready to 
know what the future holds.

Homeowners in this neighborhood 
have been living in limbo with g
systems they aren’t sure if they 
should fix or not, waiting to see what 
will happen with sewers

RECOMMENDATIONS

The key responsibility of the Board 
of Supervisors is to protect the of Supervisors is to protect the 
health, safety and welfare of the 
community. 

We believe that it would be 
protecting the health, safety and 
welfare of the Pebble welfare of the Pebble 
Ridge/Woodridge neighborhood and 
vicinity to install a gravity sewer 
pipe in the street.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Septic Systems aren’t cheap either

RECOMMENDATIONS

We know that residents are 
d b t th  i  f thi  concerned about the price of this 

project.  
 Installing gravity sewer in this 

neighborhood will eliminate the health 
and safety issues associated with 

lf i i  i    malfunctioning septic systems.  
 It is a fact that homes with public sewer 

have a higher worth/resale value.  
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TOWNSHIP ASSISTANCE

 At the Township level we can work with our state 
legislators to help find funding opportunities for legislators to help find funding opportunities for 
the project

 At the Township level we can help connect 
residents with banks to provide loans to help 
finance the project

 The project will take time, and the staff will work 
to answer residents questions and help them to answer residents questions and help them 
navigate this project

 As staff we have successfully navigated several 
sewer installations in the Township in 2002 and 
2004.

QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA
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QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA

QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA

If a lawn is disturbed by the public contractor, the public contractor will be 
responsible to make repairs and or restore the damage areas or items 
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QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA

QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA
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QUESTIONS FOR BCWSA

CONCLUSION

 Staff feel a best permanent solution is the 
implementation of Public Sewers in order to implementation of Public Sewers in order to 
maintain the integrity of these neighborhoods.
 The one constant that staff have observed is that the 

problems have never gotten better, or gone away 
after 14 years of review

 Recommend Component 3m Planning Module as 
part of the process to install public sewer in the 
Pebble Ridge Woodridge Area and its vicinity 
 Allows for public comment and forces us to vet out 

the alternatives


